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Abstract

Criminality and public safety are associated and dependent
concepts and therefore evidence — through statistical
indicators - establishes an existing correlation between both
using a descriptive type approach. This document aims to
analyze, interpret and describe the behavior of the crimes that
occurred during 2018 in Colombia. In this sense it begins with
the debate of socioeconomic and public safety aspects of the
criminal economy, as well as its impact on the commission
of criminal elements. The methodology used focuses on the
Principal Components Analysis (PCA), which determines the
grouping and concentration of eight crimes nationwide per
quarter; then it focuses on 10 capital cities that concentrate
23% of the crimes, finally it does it in the localities of Bogota.
Likewise, the criminological analysis is carried out to illustrate
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the behavior compared to the other factors that affect the
criminological juncture. Drawing from the information that
lies at the SIEDCO database, statistical exercises were done
to establish levels of correlation to study the inertia of criminal
indicators in Colombia during the comparative periods of
2017 and 2018, since these behaviors are repeated in time.
As a result, a correlation between qualitative and academic
information could be established with filed complaints and
criminal acts known by the National Police. Likewise, the
operational activities of the institution have allowed a holistic
observation of crime registered at a national level and a study
of criminogenic variables that help having more effective police
actions in crime reduction and complementary methods to
combat criminal action.

Criminality, theft, crime, homicides, economies, violence (source: Tesauro de Politica Criminal Latinoamericana — ILANUD

[Latin-American Criminal Policy Thesaurus])
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Introduction

This article records statistics figures concerning crimes
committed in Colombia during 2018, these reveal the
behavior of criminality through a comparison between
the years 2017 and 2018, disaggregating this way
crimes with greater impact on citizen safety and that
affect the social and economic stability of a community.

According to Gonzalez and Sanchez (2008) the
criminal phenomenon must be understood and
analyzed not in itself, but always in relation to another,
determined in time and space.Therefore, the minimum
method for its knowledge is the comparative one,
taking into account that crime in Colombia is a secular
problem of vital importance for all State institutions.
Nevertheless, Durkheim (1893) raised in the
sociological concept that the anomie as criminality is a
failure of social structure, by the relative lack of rules in
a group or community (Gonzalez and Sanchez, 2008),
which leads in great measure to establish the citizens’
behavior parameters and the legal compliance that
justice operators must have in our country ; however,
there are interpretations of violence and crime from
the econometric methodologies that reduce the
social development model and enhance crime to a set
of socioeconomic variables (poverty, unemployment,
education level among others.) (Paternain, 2007).

From an economic perspective, we take into
consideration different ways to analyze crime.
From a microeconomic point of view, there is the
decision of the individual agent (delinquent in this
case) maximizing its profit, who is rational as the
neoclassical economists suppose and that conducts a
cost-benefit analysis between exercising a legal activity
versus an illegal one. This analysis has as benefit the
income obtained through the illegal activity, which
will be carried out if it exceeds the lawful one, but, in
addition, it incorporates within its reasoning the cost,
which has to do with the probability of being captured
and convicted (as well as the severity of the sentence)
(Becker, 1968) (Ehrlich, 1973).

In addition, microeconomics is responsible for
understanding how markets work, so it is useful when
analyzing the increase in crimes against economic
assets: the supply and demand of illegally obtained
goods (cell phones, motorcycles, vehicles, computers,
among others). Similarly, the increasing ability of
criminals to hide their illegal activities and infiltrate
them into the formal economic system through
sophisticated operations is evidenced, so as not to lose
dividends on their investments, that is, by achieving
participation in the formal economy.

This is how this article presents a combination
of a theoretical and descriptive analysis, which aims

to contribute to the understanding and development
of public policies to address the crime problem with
a scientific basis. In addition, it begins with a review
of the literature, focusing on tangible and intangible
costs that crime brings to society and, therefore, how
dissuasive and preventive actions are most relevant to
tend to improve the quality of life of the inhabitants of
a territory, focused on the case of the Latin American
region.

Then we proceed to describe the dynamics of
crime in Colombia, understood as the set of crimes
and offenses committed in a given time and space,
with graphic techniques that allow a sophisticated
visualization of reality. At the end of the manuscript
rest the final considerations, looking for a holistic view
of the problem under consideration.

Criminality deterrence and prevention

The Latin America and the Caribbean region
- according to the World Bank - has a homicide
rate per hundred thousand inhabitants of 22.3 and
the world’s is 5.3 becoming the most violent region
in the universe during 2015. This situation has not
changed in the last three years. This violence brings
both economic and social costs, which implies being
a priority of public policy in the different territorial
dimensions of the countries. In the words of Jaitman
(2017), within the psychological costs is what refers to
the changes in the behavior of people and companies
to prevent being victims, in addition to the expenses
to protect themselves from criminal action as well as
at the national level is the loss of productivity from
the productive factors and the opportunity cost in the
efficient allocation of resources that are diverted to
control crime.

It is estimated that on average for Latin America
and the Caribbean (LAC), crime is equivalent to
3% of the Gross Domestic Product, existing large
differences between countries, being critical Central
Americans like El Salvador with 105 homicides per
100,000 inhabitants and Honduras with a rate of 57,
contrasting with those in South America such as Chile
(3), Argentina (6), Uruguay (7.8). On the other hand,
the countries with the highest number of inhabitants
and that have also suffered different types of violence
behave differently: Brazil (28), Mexico (16).

Given this reality, one of the most important
institutions as well as deterrents against crime is,
on one hand, the Police, in charge of executing the
captures and, on the other, the judicial system having
the responsibility of condemning the crime and
imprisoning the individual who commits it. In this
regard, Mello (2019) studies the causal effect of the
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police on crime, finds that violent crime responds
better than property crime, before increases in the
police force. He points out that fiscal support to local
rulers for crime prevention can obtain great returns,
especially in complicated macroeconomic times and
even more so in geographic locations that are most
affected by these crises. Estimates indicate that each
police officer is associated with 4.27 fewer violent
crimes and 15.39 less property crimes, which implies
corresponding elasticities of -1.3 and -0.81, consistent
with other literature that states that Police-crime
elasticity is greater for violent crimes than for
property. This is logical, since the action or police
presence controls crime in two ways: it is dissuasive
with its presence per se and is disabling when there
is indeed an apprehension. It is worth noting that the
deterrent effect is particularly relevant not only by
the decline in crime, but because in relative terms is
less expensive than via incapacitation incarceration
(Chalfin & McCrary, 2017).

It is then appropriate to begin the analysis of crime
prevention via deterrence, reason why we should first
cover the seminal work of Becker (1968), who states
that the offender is a rational being, as such taking
decisions performing a cost-benefit analysis, taking
into consideration the income it will receive when
doing a legal economic activity versus an illegal one,
the probability of being apprehended if its decision is
illegal and the severity of the sentence it must face if
prosecuted for such activity.

Then on, other economists have analyzed the
sensitivity of crime to deterrence, the severity of the
sentence and the opportunities offered by the formal
labor market (Chalfin & McCrary, 2017). This is how
if analyzed jointly to Becker (1968) and to Ehrlich
(1973) - pioneers in the economic analysis of crime
- three conclusions about deterrence are achieved: )
the supply of crime will decrease as the probability
of apprehension increases, (2) the supply of crimes
will decrease as the severity of the criminal sanction
increases,and (3) the supply of crimes will decrease as
the opportunity cost of the crime increases.

The previous generates the famous metaphor
of carrot and stick (Corman & Mocan, 2005),
constituting the stick all related to the apprehension
and corresponding sentence and the carrot all the
conditions of the formal and legal labor market
that signals the cost-benefit analysis of the potential
criminal; In this regard, it is concluded that although
economic and deterrence variables are important
to explain the decrease in crime, the contribution
of deterrence measures may be greater than those
coming from economic variables.

Assuming the above as a rational assumption, the
deterrent role of the police is fundamental and in this
regard three ways in which this can be managed are
described. The first is known as police surveillance of
“hot spots.” In this case, the police are deployed in a
concentrated manner in areas of a city that seem to
attract disproportionate levels of crime. The second
type of intervention is “problem-oriented” police and
refers to a collection of deterrence strategies focused
to change the behavior of certain types of criminals
or to succeed in specific territories. Finally, it refers to
that of the “proactive” police, constituting strategies
that are designed to make police surveillance more
intensive, while maintaining fixed resources (Chalfin &
McCrary, 2017).

In line with the above, the seminal article of hot
spots corresponds to Sherman, Gartin & Buerger
(1989), who study the spatial crimes concentration
by guiding decisions to concentrate the police force
and its resources on those same spaces The second
strategy is that of the problem orientation approach,
in which the fight against criminal gangs can be used
as an example, whose objective is to prevent young
people from getting involved in problems of violence
between neighborhoods and their link to the criminal
gang that acts near their home. In this strategic line
is Eck (2003) with the theory of reforming possible
criminals or existing criminals by providing anti-
drug education, granting opportunities to practice
sports and recreational activities for adolescents can
contribute positively to thwart the development of
criminal propensities. The third tactic has to do with
police proactivity.

Furthermore, what is now being experienced
is the need to predict or forecast in time and space
where the crime will take place to act before and
not in a posterior way. In this regard, Cohen, Gorr
& Olligschlaeger (2007) developed a leading indicator
model to forecast serious crimes both violent and
against property, seeking to support the tactical
deployment of police resources to prevent increases
in crime (or to withdraw resources from forecasted
areas for greatly decreasing), based on the attractive
and displacement theories of crime.

Victimization and welfare of the population

Perhaps one of the problems of growing crime in Latin
America is that of theft, which has direct implications
on the quality of life of the inhabitants because
they are victims of this crime, which can be with
or without violence. However, it includes monetary
and psychological costs faced by the victim. Kuroki
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(2013) reaffirms the above and refers to how crime
affects individuals financially and this directly violates
subjective welfare and happiness of a social reality. The
author uses data from these phenomena collected
from the national territory of Japan and notes that this
violation is evidenced by the monetary pecuniary loss
(loss of cash, medical expenses and lost working hours,
if injured) and with the non-pecuniary loss (which
may include psychological difficulties). From the data
collected, the way individual well - being is affected by
the direct experience of theft or assault is examined,
specifically, the different income groups are examined.

On their behalf, Alfaro-Beracoechea, Puente, Da
Costa,Ruvalcaba & Paez (2018) study how fear of crime
(to be a victim of a crime) affects people’s subjective
well-being. It is indicated that the sociocultural context
of a society can influence how people process fear, and
therefore, the relationship between fear of crime and
subjective well-being differ between social contexts
where this fear is most frequent and in those it is not.
Consequently (as this study does) it is important to
analyze whether geographical location is a moderator
in this relationship.

On one hand, social contexts where the crime rate
is low, fear tends to affect people’s subjective well-being
less, which suggests that there is a cognitive process
of habituation where the frequency and seriousness
of the crime are minimized. On the other, in countries
where the crime rate is higher, there may be a stronger
perception of the danger (concern about security and
dissatisfaction with the police and justice). In this way,
the relationship between the fear of crime and the
subjective well-being of people turns out to be stronger
and more negative in these social contexts.

Violence in Latin America: a growing
problem

As Glebbeek & Koonings (2016) states, the urban
area of Latin America has become a synonym for
violence and insecurity, finding a connection between
them and poverty. In addition, it analyzes within the
socio-spatial dimensions of violence and insecurity
the links between criminal gangs, drugs and violence
in peripheral areas. This, in turn, generates responses
from urban residents, who take matters of security
and law enforcement into their own hands. In this
vein, it is important to note that while poverty
does not directly generate systematic or organized
violence, persistent social exclusion, the possibilities
of alternative income and power extralegal sources,
combined with an absent, corrupt or bankrupt State in
certain territorial or social urban environments, lead
to violence and to insecurity.

In the same vein, Jones & Rodgers (2015) suggest
a basic premise where poverty and unemployment,
income crises, rapid urbanization and weak institutions,
increase the risk of violence. They then argue the
widespread idea that cities and violence are intimately
related based on the fact that a great deal of the recent
conflict, terrorism and civil disorder has occurred in
cities such as Beirut, Baghdad, Mumbai and Nairobi, or
that the highest rates of homicides in the world affect
cities in Colombia, Central America and South Africa.
The above evidences in turn a relationship between
cities in developing territories and violence.

At the same time, the issue of criminal gangs is
a matter that is greatly preoccupying, generating
a growing concern about what appears to be a
phenomenon of complex and progressively growing
organized crime in many cities around the world
(Wolff, 2015. Moreover, Winton (2014) mentions how
violence characteristics of contemporary gangs, in
particular the relationship between extreme violence
and urban marginality; the growing organization,
power and influence of gangs; a battle for institutional
legitimacy between gangs and the State; and the
serious and harmful effects of this conflict on the
local population and their social stability. The author
points out how in Central America, for example, it
is considered that a first round of extremely drastic
punitive measures has accelerated and diversified gang
crime instead of reducing it.

Recently, there have been signs that softer and
more community initiatives receive some support.
These involve a range of activities, including: voluntary
weapon collection; temporary restrictions on carrying
firearms and alcohol prohibitions; infrastructure in
slums; and education and public health initiatives
focused on at-risk youth. These so-called “second
generation” initiatives are part of a new conceptual
consensus within policy circles, are being promoted
largely by bilateral and multilateral development
agencies working in the region, which in general have
tried to distance themselves from a rhetoric that
criminalizes young people.

Statistical contextualization of
crime and operability in the
year 2018

Next is the analysis of the crime figures recorded and
consolidated by the National Police in SIEDCO.

To calculate the correlation of capital cities with
respect to the eight crimes in 2018, the Principal
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Components Analysis (PCA) method was used, which
seeks to reduce the dimensionality of a data set, which
for this case, is information of crimes (homicide, theft',
extortion, personal injury, sexual crimes, and domestic
violence).

The information of crimes by cities discriminated
by quarters was taken and processed in the R statistical
program, selecting the columns that correspond to
each quarter of the year 2018 and in each one for
the eight crimes mentioned above. Next, the graphics
according to the command in R for PCA method are
extracted, which show by using a circle of correlation,
the behavior of crimes for each quarter (see Graph ).

The graph above shows the description of the
criminal behavior for 2018 per quarter, there you can
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Graph |. Circle of correlations by quarter, 2018.

Source: SIEDCO Information, National Police 2018.
Own elaboration 2019.

evidence three groups faced to criminal behavior: the
first refers to the relationship of crimes of cellular
theft and common theft (people, residences and
commerce), which could infer that in each case of
theft to a person or residence or business, the most
stolen property is a cell phone.

The second, especially for the last two quarters, is
related to personal injuries and sexual crimes, which in
many reported cases the victim is physically assaulted
by its victimizer. Finally, the relationship between
extortion and theft of vehicles, which presents a
significant correlation as for each case of theft of
vehicles in the second and third quarter of 2018, cases
of extortion to be able to recover the stolen good are
manifested.
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Likewise, the analysis of the |0 main cities with the
highest concentration of crimes (23%) is carried out,
excluding Bogota, Medellin and Cali for being cities
with similar causes and the number of crime records
that exceed the national average. The cities of study
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Graph 2. Dendogram by semester, 2018.

Source: SIEDCO Information, National Police 2018.
Own elaboration 2019.

Using the PCA method for the eight crimes in
10 cities, the graph which indicates the similarity and
correlation by jurisdiction of the crime rates under
three clusters (groups) of cities is obtained. Both in
the first semester and in the second semester, the
first cluster is centered on the city of Barranquilla,
which has a very different behavior (independent)
from other cities; the second cluster is concentrated,
mainly, in Santa Marta and Pereira, may the difference
between semester be because of exogenous causes or
institutions’ strategies to counter crime causing that
in the second semester the occurrence of the crimes
in Cucuta and Ibague is not similar.

Also, in the third cluster you can find the largest
number of cities with similar criminal behavior that
can be intervened in accordance with the level set in
the semester Dendrogram.

This graph is very telling, since it allows establishing
lines of action to focus, optimize and be effective in
the implementation of strategies by institutions in
accordance with the sectoring observed. The point
goes more to the detailed analysis of city by city and

are Barranquilla, Cartagena, Bucaramanga,Villavicencio,
Ibagué, Pasto, Popayan, Clcuta, Santa Marta and Neiva.

Regional as well as national analysis was done for
the eight priority crimes, but only by semester, from
this the following results of similarity were obtained
(see Graph 2).
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the variables of time, mode and place that allow the
occurrence of a criminal act.

Like the previous exercises, it was carried out for
the city of Bogota by municipalities and semester. For
this, the cluster and correlation between crimes graphs
were taken, with the purpose of showing the criminal
similarity by localities and correlation by crime (see
graph 3).

In this graph the grouping of the localities with
correlation in the criminal phenomenology are
presented. Therefore, during the year and according
to the analysis per semester, the localities of
Kennedy, Engativa and Suba, as well as Fontibon and
Puente Aranda, record criminal behavior in the eight
similar crimes, according to the modality, cause and
temporality where they occur, possibly because they
are nearby localities. Similarly, they are related to the
correlated crimes of common theft, cell theft and
extortion.

Thus, the following is the analysis of the crime
figures for 2018 recorded by the National Police,
which presents an increase of 6.58% (see table 1),
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Graph 3. Criminal dendrogram in Bogota, 2018.
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Convention by localities: Usaquén (1), Chapinero (2), Santa Fe (3), San Cristobal (4), Usme (5), Tunjuelito (6), Bosa (7), Kennedy (8), Fontibon (9), Engativa (10),
Suba (11), Barrios Unidos (12),Teusaquillo (13), Martires (14),Antonio Narifio (15), Puente Aranda (16), Candelaria (17), Rafael Uribe (18) and Ciudad Bolivar (19).

Source: SIEDCO Information, National Police 2018.
Own elaboration 2019.

compared to 2017, in the total consolidated of crimes
contemplated in the Colombian Penal Code, the
decrease observed in crimes related to life and to
humane integrity (5.17%), against the family (2.19%)
against copyright (39.01%), against public health
(3.24%) and against the constitutional and legal regime
(9.36%).

The ones with the greatest increase in 2018 were
those associated with moral integrity (1,915.12%),
followed by crimes against mechanisms of democratic
participation (477.65%) (see graph I).

On the total of the criminal records in 2018 (see
table I), those related to the title “Crimes against
the economic patrimony” registered a participation
of 38.55% (496,963), followed by crimes against life
and personal integrity with a 16.09% participation
(207,123).

The criminal behaviors with the highest frequencies
within the title “against patrimony” are: theft from
people, residences and commercial entities, with a
total of 369,829 cases in 2018, and a participation

in the total of crimes that threaten the economic
patrimony of 74.5 % (see table 4).

At the end of this article, the annexes of the tables
with statistical information on the behavior of crime
at a national level for the year 2018 will be published.

Criminological characterization
of the crimes with the greatest impact
on citizen security

1. Crimes against life and personal integrity

Common homicide

When performing an analysis by rate of homicides
in the capital cities, it shows that the highest ones
are concentrated in San Andrés, with 34, followed
by Arauca, with 29; Armenia, with 29; Medellin, with
25; Neiva, 24;Villavicencio, 23, and Tunja with 4, is the
lowest rate of cities nationwide.
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Graph 4. Historical homicides 2016,2017 and 2018.

Source: SIEDCO Information, National Police 2018.
Own elaboration 2019.

According to the administrative records of the
National Police in SIEDCO during 2018, in Colombia
12,927 homicides were recorded? which represents, in
comparison to 2017, an increase of 5.1 1%; that is, 629
more cases, as in the previous period 12,298 events
took place, representing a rate of 26 homicides per
each 100,000 inhabitants. Likewise, it is pertinent to
indicate that 260 cases correspond to deaths in public
force and State security agencies procedures against
alleged criminals, which are included in the total cases
of the year 2018.

2 Includes the behaviors of common homicide, feminicide and dead people

in Public Force and State agencies procedures.
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At the end of 2016, 12,164 common homicides
were registered with an average of 1,014 monthly
cases; during 2017, there was a decrease in 85 cases
(0.7%), 12,079 were perpetrated with a monthly
average of 1,007 events; next 2018, 12,667 common
homicides and an average of 1,056 monthly cases, had
an increase of 4.87% (588) (see graph 4).

The departments that registered the highest
number of homicides during 2018 were:

Antioquia, with 19.33% (2,449 violent deaths);Valle
del Cauca, with 17.70% (2,242) and Cundinamarca,
including Bogota D.C., with 11.52% (1,459). These
territorial entities concentrated 48.55% (6,150) of the
case. (see graph 5).
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Graph 5. Pareto Chart - Homicides by political departments, 2018

Source: SIEDCO Information, National Police 2018.
Own elaboration 2019.
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The departments of Antioquia,Valle, Cundinamarca,
Cauca, Narifio, Atlantico, Norte de Santander, Bolivar,
Coérdoba, Meta, Tolima and Santander reported 80% of
violent deaths in 2018, indicating that 10,088 victims
were presented in these |12 departments.

66.64% (8,441 cases) of the homicides occurred
in urban areas, while 33.36% (4,226) in the rural
sector; public roads which account for 60.78% (7,699)
are the site of greatest participation. Regarding the

s
/4 |

R

ORSDAY

date of occurrence of the events, the months where
most murders occur are December (1,220) and April
(I,119). Likewise, including the previous months,
January, March, July and August maintained a homicide
trend above the monthly average (1,056). Weekend
days (Sunday and Saturday) are those that reported
21.16% (2,680) and 16.07% (2,035) respectively (see
Graph 6).

Graph 6. Homicide days a week year comparatives and weekdays vs. zone 2018

Source: SIEDCO Information, National Police 2018.
Own elaboration 2019.

Regarding the time of the events, the range is
provided between 18:00 to 23:59 hours, this interval
recorded 38.63% (4,893) homicides, followed by 12:00
to 17:59 hours with 22.78% (2,886).

The firearm was the most used means for the
commission of this crime in 2018, with 72.40%
participation, represented in 9,171 cases, followed
by sharp weapons, with 21.88% (2,771) and blunt
elements with 4.32% (547). In addition, || homicides
occurred without the use of weapons.

Similarly, instrumental violence (hitman hiring)
registered 53.65% (6,796 cases) of participation, it is

the modality of greater recurrence, followed by fights
with 28.29% (3,584 events) and the robbery with
5.98% (757).To a large extent these cases are induced
by factors such as the illegal settling of scores with
33.04% (4,185), social intolerance with 30.93% (3,918)
and by revenge with 23.09% (2,925).

Regarding the sex of the victims, these have been
men, mainly, representing 91.46% (11,585) of the total
homicides, and women 8.54% (1,082); In addition, the
age range was concentrated in people between 20 and
30 years old, representing 40.40% (5,117) of the total
cases (see graph 8).
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Graph 7.Top 3 cities by homicides: modality, weapons and sex, 2018

Source: SIEDCO Information, National Police 2018.
Own elaboration 2019.
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Graph 8.Age range and sex of homicide victims vs. hitman hiring modality, 2018

Source: SIEDCO Information, National Police 2018.
Own elaboration 2019.
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According to marital status, it is single people
who are more often victims with 62.15% (7,873),
followed by those who live in domestic partnership
with 31.27% (3,961) and Married ones with a non-
significant percentage, 4.88% (618).

The most affected employee groups are individuals
with 33.63% (4,260), followed by people who are
independent with 30.88% (3,912) and the unemployed
with 16.34% (2,070).

Next,a summary is made relating a series of words
to the statistical figures of homicide in Colombia in the
cloud of variables with data, during 2018, the size of
the main words is in agreement with the participation
of the word in the grouping of the variables (city,
modality, weapon or medium, sex, marital status, age
group, month, quarter, day of the week, zone, site type,
and time interval) (see graph 9).

Produced by: Patrolman Jahiler Alfredo Cadavid Carmona, Crime Observatory DIJIN

Graph 9.“Cloud variables with data” of homicide in Colombia, 2018

Source: SIEDCO Information, National Police 2018.
Own elaboration 2019.
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2. Crimes that threaten citizen security and
economic patrimony

Crimes of theft have significant impact on public
safety as much as on the losses of an economic
nature and in the perception of security. These
generate significant crime rates. The crimes that most
generate crime economy are common theft (includes
residences, commerce and people) and vehicles (cars
and motorcycles).

Thefts (people, residences and commerce):

Thefts (people, residences and commerce): These
crimes registered an increase of 17%, because 316,624
cases were filed in 2017 and 369,829 in 2018. The
absolute variation was of 53,205 more thefts (see
table 4). The departments with significant decrease

Scam
ROBBERY

Snatching

are: Narifo (19%); Vichada (17%); San Andrés (9%),
when these two years are compared; as for those with
the greatest increase in common theft, were Vaupés
(52%); Atlantico (33%); Bolivar (25%) (see graph 8).

Theft from people

During 2018, we had 256,957 cases of theft from
persons (modality categorized in the Penal Code
-Law 599/2000, Article 239-) for a rate of 516 events
per 100,000 inhabitants, with an increase of 22.5%
(more than 47,188) in relation to the previous year,
when 209,770 thefts were registered (see graph 4);
the modalities with the highest participation were
robbery (44.86%), picking pockets (14.41%) and
snatching (9.25%). In addition, the opportunity factor
(22.29%) was the most recurring circumstance (see
graph 10)

B Rrobbery 115.269
Factor of Opportunity 57.277
[0 Pocket picking 37.033
Snatching 23.763
Scam 7.555
Lock Picking 4.039
Window breaking 3.805
Car Stealing 2.268
"Fleteo" (type of robbery) 1.639
Substance Use 1.317
"Bataleo” (type of theft) 789
Other 2.203

Graph 10. Participation modalities of theft from people in Colombia, 2018

Source: SIEDCO Information, National Police 2018.
Own elaboration 2019.

46.10% (118,466) of the total people affected
were registered in Cundinamarca, including Bogota
(105,959) and the departments of Antioquia (12.31%)
andValle (8.26%).The department of Narifio presented
a significant reduction compared to 2017, from 6,540

cases to 5,266 (1,274 less), followed by Risaralda (276
less), Meta (150) and Cérdoba (149). Likewise, 80%
(205,623) of these cases was concentrated in seven
political departments (see graph I1).
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Graph | 1. Pareto Chart - Theft from people by political departments, 2018

Source: SIEDCO Information, National Police 2018.
Own elaboration 2019.

The places with the highest rate of reports for capital cities showed an increase and 9 decreased
this crime were the capital cities, including: Bogota this way: Pasto (-1,055),Villavicencio (-267), Pereira
with 41.24%, followed by Medellin 8.55% (21,972), (-202), Cdcuta (-66), San Andrés (-59), Mocoa (-24),
Cali 6.27% (16,106), Barranquilla 3.74% (9,618) Inirida (-20), San José del Guaviare (-5) and Puerto
and Bucaramanga with 2% (5,142); These cities Carreho (-3).
group 61.80% (158,797) nationwide. Moreover, 23

105.959

21.972
16.106
'O,
49,7% 50,8% 9.618 5.142
66,0% [39,8% |
Bogota Medellin Cali Barranquilla Bucaramanga
W Theft Il Robbery Sharp weapon

Graph 12. Cities with the highest record, robbery and sharp weapon modality, theft from
people, 2018

Source: SIEDCO Information, National Police 2018.
Own elaboration 2019.
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Graph 13.Theft from people by day of the week vs months in Colombia, 2018

Source: SIEDCO Information, National Police 2018.
Own elaboration 2019.

At the end of 2018, four departments registered
a significant decrease in theft from people, Narifio
(-1,274); Risaralda (-276), Meta (-150) and Cérdoba
(-149). On the other hand, the departments with
the greatest increase were Cundinamarca (30,736),
Antioquia (5,213),Atlantico (3,617) and Valle (2,744)
(see graph 8).

The behavior of theft from people in 2018
indicated a monthly average of 21,413 cases; with
reference to month, October (23,529) and August
(23,317) were the periods with more cases reported;
on the other hand, during January, February and
March there was less participation (18,809, 19,008
and 19,759, respectively). During this year, on Sundays
there were fewer cases (26,2 13) compared to Fridays
(42,692) and Saturdays (39,208).

00:00 - 05:59
1,08%
18:00 - 23:59 ‘
1,12%
~
é"
g Rural
12:00 - 17:59 o
127% <
s
06:00 - 11:59
1,41%

Following, we display the weekly behavior
contrasting the |2 months of 2018 with the facts.
Sunday is located at the top of the table and the first
week on the left; in addition, the monthly average
of theft from people (orange line) compared to the
trend of cases per month, the lowest number are dark
green and those of highest, dark red. Similarly, those
months that exceed (orange) and remain below the
monthly average (light green) (see graph 13).

95.1% (244,466 cases) of thefts from people were
carried out in urban areas, while 4.9% (12,491) in
the rural sector; being the time interval from 06:00
to |1:59 hours the one with the highest registration
in both sectors (69,470 and 3,613 respectively) (see
graph 14).

6:00 - 11:59
27,03%

A
fa 18:00 - 23:59
2 23,60%
Urban -.
=
S
)
<
N
12:00 - 17:59
23,50%
00:00 - 05:59
21%

Graph 14.Theft from people by zone and time interval in Colombia, 2018

Source: SIEDCO Information, National Police 2018.
Own elaboration 2019.
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Public roads (43.01%) were the recurring
scenario in which the perpetrators committed the
crime (110,521); followed by alleys, which recorded
8,061 cases (3.14%). Regarding the sex of the victims,
56.21% (144,440) were men and 43.79% (112,517)
women; 98.14% adults (252.178), 1.69% adolescents
(4,354) and 0.17% minors (425).

Theft of mobile devices/cellphones

Considering that the phenomenon of theft from
people is one of the main crimes that affects the
safety of citizens in Colombia and knowing that
the main object intended by criminals are the cell
phones, following we conduct a characterization of
this behavior with the administrative records of the
SIEDCO database of the National Police by number
of stolen cell phones.

During 2018, the theft of 171,267 cell phones was
recorded, what represented an increase of 25.2%
(34,496 more mobile phones), compared to the
136,771 cell phones stolen in 2017.

67.102

76% (130,165) of cell thefts were committed
under the following modalities: robbery with 49.63%
(84,996), picking pockets with 16.12% (27,608) and
snatch with 10.25% (17,561); on the other hand, the
factor of opportunity (neglect) concentrated 15.29%
(26,187) and other forms of cell theft 8.71% (14,915).

Capital cities were characterized in concentrating
the largest number of records; Bogota, Medellin, Cali,
Barranquilla, Bucaramanga and Cartagena grouped
62.63% (107,268) of cell phone thefts (see graph 15).

44.65% were without the use of weapons (76,473),
followed by sharp weapons with 23.60% (40,418),
firearms with 21.19% (36,293) and blunt object 4.14%
(7,090).

The month with the most cell theft was July
(16,003); in addition, Fridays (16.24%) and VWednesday
(15.87%) the most affected days.

The ranges of hours that showed greater criticality
in the country were, between 06:00 and 11:59 hours,
28.45% (48,728 stolen phones) and between [8:00
and 23:59 hours 25.84% (44,251).

[ | Robbery
Pocket Picking

I snatching
- Factor of Opportunit
PP! Y

16.197
11.195
5.875
! 3.502 3.397
| N e e
Bogota Medellin Cali Barranquilla Bucaramanga Cartagena

Graph 15. Cities with the highest registration and modalities in cellphone theft, 2018

Source: SIEDCO Information, National Police 2018.
Own elaboration 2019.
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Theft from residences

In 2018, an increase of 1.7% of this crime (795 more
cases) is shown, compared to the previous year, going
from 46,542 thefts in 2017 to 47,337 in 2018 (see
Table 4).In a similar way, four municipalities registered
a significant reduction in thefts, among them Pereira
(169); Soacha (110); Pasto (101) and Quibdé (96).

The lock violation had a report of 23.72% of
cases (11,228), this was the modality of highest index,
followed by the suction pad with 12.10% (5.730).
The 42.32% of theft from residences (20,037) were
recorded by factor of opportunity.

In 20.42% of these thefts (9,669) the blunt
weapons were with the highest record. In 30.49% of
thefts (14,435) no weapons were used.

86.59% of theft from to residences (40,992 cases)
occurred in urban areas and 13.39% (6,339) in the
rural sector.

For the year 2018, five departments presented a
significant increase in this theft: Santander (539 more
cases); Valle (403); Cundinamarca (250); Antioquia
(229); and Atlantico (149). In comparison with the
departments lower recording Risaralda (203); Narifio
(116) and Cérdoba (107) (see table 8).

Theft from commercial entities

During 2018, this theft increased 8.7% (5,223 more
cases) compared to the previous year, going from
60,312 thefts in 2017 to 65,535 in 2018 (see graph
4). On the other hand, three municipalities registered
a significant reduction facing this crime: Pasto (176);
Sabana de Torres (124) and Cucuta (119)

The robbery was the modality of greatest
recording with 18.49% of the cases (12,127), followed
by shoplifting with 17.38% (11,401). 37.43% of thefts
(24,547) were recorded by factor of opportunity.

In 14.61% (9,584) of cases the firearms are the
most used, then 8.83% (5,788) with levers. In 57.12%
of the thefts (37,458) no weapons were used.

At the end of 2018, three departments registered
a greater increase in theft from commerce: Valle
(1,657); Cundinamarca (1,635) and Antioquia (866).
On the other hand, the departments with the lowest
record were Narifio (228); Norte de Santander (191)
and Meta (89) (see table 8).

Theft of vehicles (motor vehicles
and motorcycles)

In 2018, a total of 42,507 vehicles were stolen, with an
increase of 12 %, when compared to the cases registered

in 2017, in which 41,740 cases were reported. Of the
total cases, 77% were theft of motorcycles and 23% of
vehicles (see table 9).

Automotive theft

In 2018, an increase of 1% (98 cases or more) was
registered compared to 2017, from 9,746 thefts to
9,844 (see table 4). Likewise, three municipalities
registered a greater increase in Bogota (238 more
thefts), Cali (124) and Bello (47).

Car theft was the modality with greater indicator
57.80% of cases (5,690), followed by carjacking with
29.20% (2,875).7.01% of the thefts (690) happened by
factor of opportunity.

In 49.62% of the cases (4,885) the master key was
the item used with the highest record. The firearm
was used in 26.49% of thefts (2,608).

In the validity of year 2018, three departments
registered a greater decrease in car theft, Atlantico (82
less), Antioquia (31) and Narifio (30). On the other
hand, departments with a significant increase were
Cundinamarca (221 more) and Valle (100) (see Table 9).

The most stolen make was Chevrolet with 33.7%
(3,318), followed by Mazda with 13.96% (1,375), Kia
with [ 1.49% (1,131) and Renault with 9.24% (910).

Motorcycle theft

In 2018, the theft of motorcycles increased 2% (669
more cases) compared to the previous year, because
it went from 31,994 thefts in 2017 to 32,663 by 2018.
Similarly, four municipalities in the country had higher
index: Medellin (827 more); Bogota (575); Bello (159)
and Bucaramanga (139).

The Modality with highest register was theft with
53.08% of the cases (17,337), followed by carjacking
with 35.20% (11,498). In 9.86% of thefts (3,221)
happened by factor of opportunity.

In 37.39% of cases (12,212) the master key was
used. In 29.94% of the thefts (9,778) firearms were
used and in 23.86% (7,792) no weapons were used.

The most stolen brand was Bajaj with 34.46%
(11,257), followed by Yamaha with 21.27% (6,946),
Honda with 12.11% (3,957) and Suzuki with 9.98%
(3,261).

By the end of the year 2018, three departments
registered a decrease in theft of motorcycles: Valle (506
less thefts); Guajira (252) and Atlantico (229). While
the departments with the highest increase for that
period were Antioquia (1,050 more); Cundinamarca
(455); and Santander (283) (see table 9).
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3. Crimes against individual freedom and
economic patrimony

Kidnapping

This crime recorded a decrease of 11.28% compared
to 2018 (22 less cases), because it went from 195
kidnappings in 2017 to 173 in 2018 (see Table 4).

In the same manner, five municipalities show a
significant increase in kidnappings: Medio Atrato (6),
Santander de Quilichao (5); Clcuta (4) Santa Marta
(4) and Teorama (4).

With 61.93% of the cases (109),the kidnapping with
economic demand was the modality with the highest
rate, followed by the selective one with 27.27% (48).

In 75% of cases (132) the firearm was the most
widely used means, while in 18.1% (32) no weapons
were used.

53.98% of kidnappings (95 cases) were recorded in
rural areas and 46.02% (81) in urban areas.

78.41% of the victims were men (138) and 21.59%
women (38)

For the end of year 2018, three departments
decreased in kidnappings: Valle (20); Caqueta (6)
and Putumayo (4). While Arauca (8); Chocé (7) and
Magdalena with (7) increased in the period of the
analysis (see graph 7).

Extortion

This crime presented an increase of 27.53% (1,523
more cases), going from 5,532 cases in 2017 to 7,055 in
2018 (see Graph 4). 16.74% (1,181) of the complaints
were registered in Antioquia and in the departments
of Cundinamarca (14.61%) and Valle (9.72%). The
department of La Guajira presented a significant
reduction compared to 2017, from 132 cases to 97
(35 less), followed by Chocd (I5 less) and Caqueta
(14 less). Likewise, 80% (5,640) of the recorded cases
concentrated in 14 political departments (see graph 16).
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Graph 16. Pareto Chart - Extortion by political departments, 2018

Source: SIEDCO Information, National Police 2018.
Own elaboration 2019.

Of the capital cities, 3| of them reported complaints
of extortion (except Mitu) grouping 49.53% (3,494) of
the cases nationwide; Bogota with 10.80% (762 cases)
had the highest participation, followed by Medellin
with 8.21% (579), Cali with 4.31% (304), Villavicencio
with 3.06% (216) and Popayan with 1.98% (140).

Comparing the months of January and December
of the year 2018, from the 5 cities that registered the

greatest number of cases by extortion, a displacement
with a tendency to decrease between 14.29% (5 less)
was observed, for the case of Medellin, and 54.84%
(34 less) for Bogota; moreover, in these cities, the total
cases per month had a maximum of 91 (July in Bogota)
and a minimum of 6 events (December inVillavicencio)
(see graph 17).

Rev. Crim. / Volumen 61 - Nimero 3 - Septiembre-diciembre 2019 - pp. 9-58 - ISSN 1794-3108 - Bogotd, D. C., Colombia

53



54

Jair David Rodriguez-Ortega; Yeizon Andrés Duarte Veldsquez; Catalina Gomez Toro; Jahiler Alfredo Cadavid Carmona

62
36
September
20
July
28
December December 18 9__LE
March
December December
Bogota Medellin Cali Villavicencio Popayén

January [l Monthly maximum

Monthly minimum [l December

Graph 17. Extortion behavior in 5 capital cities, 2018

Source: SIEDCO Information, National Police 2018.
Own elaboration 2019.
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Graph 18.Age range and sex of extortion victims, 2018

Source: Information SIEDCO 2018 National Police.
Own elaboration 2019.

The means most used in the cases was the
telephone call with 49.28% (3,477), followed by the
direct one with 32.36% (2,283). The classical with
72.71% of cases (5,130) was the modality of higher
recording, followed by the one called uncle/aunt® with
10.08% (711).

3 It consists of a call, to the landline or cell phone, made by a subject with
agitated voice and crying, simulating a situation of capture of a relative
of the person answering, the victim - regularly - nervously provides
information that is used to get money. It is usually done from prison
centers; they are internal, who have a lightness to extort the victims,
who are mainly adults between 50 and 75 years of age, in most cases
they manifest to their victims that “a nephew was captured by the Police
with weapons or drug and they must wire money in a money wiring
agency”. These criminals are posing as members of the National Police
in order to exert pressure on the victims and achieve their mission, they
rarely request the deposit of the aforementioned money in banks, and

Private employees were the most affected with
45.41% (3,204), followed by merchants with 19.49%
(1,375) and people with independent activities with
10.32% (728). In the same way, 84.82% (5,984 cases)
of extortion were carried out in the urban area and
15.18% (1,071) in the rural sector.

Regarding sex, 62.61% (4,417) of the victims were
men, and women with a 34.10% (2,406); In addition,
3.29% (232) did not establish the identity of sex. In
the age range,a concentration was recorded in people
aged between 35 and 44 years of age who represent
27.64% (1.950) of the total cases (see graph 18).

they almost always do to money wiring companies. Source: Unification of
concepts on kidnapping and extortion, characterizations and modalities
for the registration of criminal news and administrative information in
the SPOA, SIDENCO and SIEDCO.
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Operational activity of the National Police of
Colombia

The National Police reports for this period the
operational activities deployed at the national level, as
a result of institutional efforts and the implementation
of strategies aimed at improving citizen security
and the police service, together with it, reports the
captures made under the titles of the Criminal Code
and the results of actions implemented to recover
automotive and motorcycles and the seizure of
firearms and narcotics.

1. Captures

During 2018, the National Police registered 242,050
captures, of which 27.04% (65,444) were made for drug
trafficking, manufacturing or carrying, 13.34% (32,301)
for theft from people, 7.66% (18,542) personal injury,
6.23% (15,072) for manufacturing, traffic, carrying or
possession of firearms, 5.87% (14,219) for theft from
commercial entities, 4.88% (11,806) for domestic
violence, 4.15% (10,033) for receiving stolen property,
3.34% (8,080) for the use of fake document, 2.39%
(5,777) for homicide and 2.29% (5,541) for conspiracy,
what represents 77.19% of the total captures recorded
in the analyzed period (see graph 20).

The city of Bogota and 12 departments recorded
80% of the total captures: Bogota 18.53% (44,861),
Antioquia 18.63% (45,104), Valle 6.86% (16,598),
Santander 6.02% (14,574), Cundinamarca 5.17%
(12,518), Atlantico 4.64% (11,224), Bolivar 3.48%
(8,418), Caldas 3.07% (7,439), Norte de Santander
3.03% (7,340), Huila 2.83% (6,858), Meta 2.57% (6,229)
and Narifio 2.46% (5,964) (see graph 22).

2. Firearms seized

For 2018, the National Police was able to seize 22,314
firearms. Of the weapons seized for the validity of the
year of the analysis, 91.66% (20,454) were illegal and
8.34% (1,860) had the respective permit.This suggests
that in comparison with the year 2017 (21,644) there
is a decrease in 5% (1,190) of less seized weapons that
had illegal origin.

3. Vehicle recovery
Recovered Automotive

In 2018, the recovery of 3,661 automotive that had
been stolen under different modalities nationwide
was achieved (see table 21). Bogota was the city that
registered the highest recovery of automotive with

19.78% (724), as for the departments were: Antioquia
13.14% (481), Valle 11.58% (424) and Cundinamarca
8.88% (325) (see table 28).

The month with the highest number of automotive
recovery was January with a 10.87% share (398),
followed by February 10.11% (370).

Motorcycles recovered

During the term of 2018, the National Police achieved
the recovery of 11,232 motorcycles (see table 21).
The departments in which there was an increase in
recovery were: Antioquia with 16.87% (1,895) of the
total recoveries nationwide, Valle 10.66% (1,197) and
Cauca 10.30% (1,157) (see graph 29).

The months with a significant number of recoveries
were January with 10.54% (1,184) and May 10.49%
(1,178) (see graph 29).

Final considerations

There is no single right way to fight crime. Neither
is there a replicable theory that shows the absolute
truth as for prevention of crime.What has no doubt
is that violence and criminal activities entail a loss of
welfare in society, resulting in a negative impact on
quality of life of the inhabitants of each territory. It is
also clear, that for Latin America and the Caribbean,
crime is a growing problem with different dimensions
in each of the countries and that if you want to think
about the development of these economies, it is urgent
to mitigate criminal activity to enjoy the benefits of
peaceful territories, which attract foreign investment,
which tend to reduce inequality and generate social
mobility opportunities for the lowest levels of society.

In summary, in terms of criminality, the number of
registered crimes has not had a growth proportional to
the number of inhabitants; however, there is evidence
of less respect for life, since the crime of homicide is
more associated with other criminal behaviors.

In line with the above, Winton (2014) points out
how in Central America, for example, it is considered
that a first round of extremely drastic punitive
measures has accelerated and diversified gang crime
rather than reducing it. However, in recent years,
there seems to be evidence that softer and more
community oriented initiatives receive some support,
in other words, more carrot than stick.

Among the interventions that appear to have had a
positive impact, there are a range of activities, including
the voluntary collection of weapons, temporary
restrictions on carrying firearms and alcohol bans,
improvement and new infrastructure projects in slums
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and education and public health initiatives focused
on at-risk youth. These initiatives called “second
generation” are based on a new conceptual consensus
within the public policies, which are being promoted
largely by development agencies working in the region.

Looking at a different from economic and social
nature interventions perspective, which will have
medium and long term effects for the mitigation of
criminal actions in the short term, information and
communication systems, as well as investment in
technology are aspects that play an important role
in formulating plans and programs for focusing and
anticipating crime. Likewise, the need to continue
feeding and supporting interinstitutional initiatives is
highlighted, with an aim to improving underreporting
in order to have elements which allow analyzing,
focusing and making solidly informed decisions.

Moreover, this document leaves the curiosity
for another investigation on how crimes should be
analyzed in a not isolated manner, meaning it is not
surprising that in places where micro-trafficking of
narcotics stands out, it also coincides with homicide,
different modalities of thefts, quarrels, among others.
The strategies proposed to reduce,contain and prevent
crime should focus on areas of criminal behavior and
seek the possible correlation of behaviors that lead
to the materialization of other illegal and even more
serious acts in the Criminal Code.

On the other hand, information systems play an
important role in the plans and programs formulation
for targeting and anticipation of crime, which must
continue to be nurtured and supported so interagency
initiatives improve underreporting to analyze, focus
and take informed decisions.

Therefore, in terms of criminality, the number
of crimes has not increased proportionally with the
number of inhabitants; however, there is less respect
for life, since the crime of homicide is increasingly
associated with other criminal behaviors.

The strategies proposed to reduce, contain and
prevent crime should focus on areas of similar criminal
behavior and the correlation of behaviors that lead to
the materialization of other.

Common thefts (people, residences, commerce)
and homicide are crimes that significantly affect
citizens in all the cities of the country, both
personally and economically and with this a decline
in the perception of security, especially in the densely
populated territories, where a large number of floating
population stands presenting a myriad of unsatisfied
basic needs, leading to a certain number of people
being permeated by criminals and linked to crime.
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