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Abstract

cultural alterity (particularly indigeneity) has been imagined and represented 

-

-

Resumen
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-
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INTRODUCTION
-

include other categories such as gays and les-

-

lombians1– are the most visible social categories 

-

-

systematically marginalised and excluded in the 

country since colonial times, it is important to 

-

ticulturalism or on ethnic movements and their 

-

some hegemonic ideas about ethnicity and cul-

-

prin

-

-

in academia, private companies, governmental 

-

-

about ethnicity and particularly about indignity 

-

try, since it became an independent nation in 

-

-

-

-

peasant communities, the State, or private com-



Justicia, No. 27 - pp. 99-117 - Junio 2015 - Universidad Simón Bolívar - Barranquilla, Colombia - ISSN: 0124-7441
http://publicaciones.unisimonbolivar.edu.co/rdigital/justicia/index.php/justicia

THE PROTECTION OF CULTURAL DIVERSITY: REFLEXIONS ON ITS ORIGINS AND IMPLICATIONS

2

-

-

-

-

lems pointed on multiculturalism. Indeed, this 

Discourses about indignity from 1810 to 
1970

In Colombia, the images and policies related 

the images and policies related to other ethnic 

-

-

-
3 is 

crucial to understand contemporary representa-

tions about other ethnic groups. Indeed, Restre-

extrapolated in many institutional circumstances 
4.

, p. 31) and the 

-

-

ity in the country.

-

-

-

be used as synonyms.



-

distinction 

independence in 1819, liberal elites represented 

the American continent as a young indigenous 

(Pineda, 1997, p. 113). 

-

-

-

-

the Catholic missions. 

-

-

-

-

-

-

nous characteristics should be integrated into the 

Colombian identity (Hernandez de Alba, 1944). 

studies became important in Colombia as in 

other Latin American countries, notably Mexico 

-

-

-

national cultural heritage5.

the “Grupo Bachue”

-
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movement).

mestizo -

mestizo

achieve social integration, unity and homogene-

ity in the nation.

“mestizo” nation 

only hid the class-racial hierarchy in the social 

-

intellectuals) praised the mestizo-colombian 

tastes, social acquaintances, etc.) .

-

-

-

modernity had

-

corporation into the modern-national education 

-

-

The promotion of (ethnic) difference and 
the arrival of multiculturalism

Major cultural, economic and political 

For instance, Marxist theories on economic de-

pendence denounced unequal commercial rela-

7. -

-

treated indigenous peoples and their culture as 

-

-

-

-

Rights Movement in the USA. In Colombia, the 

-

native communities and declared that education 

-
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progr

-

-

-

began to be used systematically, the intellectual 

-

scendants. A government employee in the late 

-

International Labour Organisa-

tion
8 and provided 

-

-

-

-

tion happened at the same time as international 

lobal institutions such as the United 

presence in the country.
-

nic traditions became important values mainly 
-

other social scientists played an important role 
-

9.

“protected”.
-

-

-
sidered as more vulnerable in violent circum-

-
tural changes on the national and transnational 

-
ism and democratization, the larger presence 

international treaties and conventions, involving 

.

this process is not to say that ethnic groups did not participate 
in it.

-
-

(1993) and Bolivia (1994). 
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-

-

nic groups have the right to receive an education 

-

-

-

-

Enfoque 
Diferencial

-

sidies, health, development programs, etc.) are 

every institution must actively recognize the 

action– the particular conditions, history, de-

-

ential Approach should contribute to attain the 

ua

ethnic groups are recognized as political actors 

-

-

-

-

-

their territories (as long as they do not contradict 

-

could endanger their cultural integrity. 

-

turalism could bring in theory, its actual imple-

mentation has been strongly criticized on sev-

here11

-

-

11
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-

Structural and conceptual problems be-
hind the policies for diversity

-

decrees, programs, etc., are rarely presented as 

-

discourses about cultural diversity have become 

ethnic policies (a relationship 

-

ture12

-

12
Cultura.

More centrally, diversity aims to create an inclu-

dif-
ference’ is positively valorized (or pragmatical-

-

as an ethos: 

-

-

-

sure by social scientists.

-

cies for
critiqued, since they have become the ideologi-

problems that must be noted here is that the poli-

-

multiculturalism mentioned above, constantly 

-

-

alize a very particular and historically located 
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vision, ethnic groups13 -

are
-

-

cedures, cultural boundaries14 are erroneously 

-

in order to implement social policies.

It is thus important to critique the presump-

-

domination. 

-

-

-

-

13
-

14

and Ferguson (1997).

15. It 

does not seem to be a coincidence that the praise 

(7th

groups in order to diminish social inequalities. 

-

-

marginalization, discrimination and exclusion. 

-

-

mined, and rejected by the dominant non-ethnic 

majority, the State has decided to counteract 

15
-
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-

tion in every school in the country, so that boys, 

Colombian, indigenous and romani cultures are 

Such valorization should not only counter 

-

-

It is also announced that discrimination 

-

-

ing ethnic traditional culture is obviously not a 

in the country regarding the protection of cul-

-

-

 

-

-

-

cultural heritage

-

-

tural diversity can also be seen in academia and 

-

-

ciples and norms. An example –among many 

-

-

17

-

-

-

17
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According to the international norms, cultural 

-

-

-

munities, groups and sometimes individuals 
18. 

-

also pretends that every person or group on earth 

Colombia has established that locals should 

cultural expressions deserve to be considered as 

-

and the tourism industry19.

Can these measures aimed at the preserva-

18

19

-

-

equalities?

is involved has already become unmanageable 

-

ethnic groups. As a result, the judicial system 

and research institutions such as the Colombian 

ethnic individuals or ethnic representatives ap-

peal to the constitutional mandate to protect 

-

vis-à-vis other individu-

live in the same areas as ethnic groups. 

In this context, some groups and individu-
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-

-

according to dominant standards.

-

-

there are changes in social relations and political 

cases creating social divisions, tensions and ri-

alliances and cultural values are also radically 

-

-

-

-

-

government, administration, social control, or 

normative systems that differentiate
other communities (our translation and our use 

-

-

idea that is repeated later in the cited document 

a cultural  that separates ethnic people 

-

not be reduced to some millennial lineage or 

a division line is even more problematic in some 

-

-

that the only communities to be considered in-

preserved their 

-

-

-
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111

th

-

-

State institutions are also expected to design 

-

-

-

ciently into consideration their particularities. 

An additional measure has thus been introduced 

-

-

ing that ethnic groups should be consulted and 

-

their culture, institutions, material or symbolic 

-

mentioned topics extend in time? Considering 

described above.

-

be representing those communities, especially 

-

democratic organizations. In some cases it is not 

even sure that the representatives actually be-

-

-

-

afro communities, there is 

even more uncertainty regarding social cohesion 

-

-

-

sider the cultural 
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112

afro communities. 

-

doubts on legitimate representation in each case, 

decree, every development project, every insti-

some organizations, notably indigenous ones 

 or the CRIC21), have been cre-

necessarily represent entire ethnic communities, 

cities and do not translate properly the opinions 

visible and in good health, common people are 

negotiations, and do not necessarily receive the 

21

resources provided by the State.22

in theory the goal is to help vulnerable and mar-

-

CONCLUSIONS
-

-

-

-

-

ences had to disappear through Christianization 

“mestizo” 

“un 
país diverso”), some categories –notably the 

-

22 -
tion at the “II Mesa de Trabajo sobre Enfoque Diferencial” 

on the previous meetings regarding this matter.
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113

on imagined boundaries and idealized images 

mutatis mutandis– centuries ago. What 

such idealized images and the countless institu-

tional actions based on the unquestioned prin-

common) in the sense that it has had very little 

-

as it is used in real institutional discourses and 

differentiation, recurring persistently to the idea 

-

concrete actions directed at protecting cultural 

naturalizing those categories, or imposing hege-

or stereotypical identities.

-

or authentic ethno-culture really is and should 

cultural au-

-

-

-

-

-

be recognized by the state and be respected by 

dominant populations. 

dominant concepts and values, but also the ex-

-

-
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114

cial ca

are cherished and protected, usually the most 

and socio-economic disparities remain high. We 

-

-
-

-

-

-
to-

 large-scale poverty, exclusion and intoler-
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